Sources: Manifesto of the Communist Party by Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels 
https: //www.marxists.org/admin/books/manifesto/Manifesto.pdf 


Socialism through democracy 
48 Genesis of the Communist Manifesto 


The Communist revolution is the most radical rupture with traditional 
property relations; no wonder that its development involved the most 
radical rupture with traditional ideas. 

But let us have done with the bourgeois objections to Communism. 


We have seen above, that ¢hé)fiEst\step ithe revolution by the working) 
class is to raise the proletariat to the position of ruling class to win the 
battle of democracy. 


Socialism means that the government owns all the means of production. Due 
to the delusional belief that the people rule in a democracy (which is false, 
the government rules), Marx uses a semantic trick to change “the 
government owns the means of production” to “the workers own the means 
of production” because in a democracy the workers were voted into the 
government, therefore the government = the workers. 

Socialism is undoubtedly when the government, the state, owns the means of 
production. 


48 Genesis of the Communist Manifesto 


The Communist revolution is the most radical rupture with traditional 
property relations; no wonder that its development involved the most 
radical rupture with traditional ideas. 

But let us have done with the bourgeois objections to Communism. 


We have seen above, that the first step in the revolution by the working 
class is to raise the proletariat to the position of ruling class to win the 
battle of democracy. 


The proletariat will use its political supremacy to wrest, by degree, all 
capital from the bourgeoisic, to centralise all instruments of production | 
in the hands of the State, ie., of the proletariat organised as the ruling 
lass; and to increase the total productive forces as rapidly as possible. 


In the theory of private property, the term “property” is used for the actual 
owner of an object. The terms "ownership" or “possession” mean that 
someone is in possession of property, which does not mean that this owner 
is the rightful owner of this property. Example: Someone steals a woman's 
bag. The thief is now the owner of this bag, but the bag is still the property 
of the woman. 


“Ownership of the means of production” means that a human or a group 
owns a company's property. 


In a free market, the owner of the company's property is the owner of the 
company. 
In socialism, the government, "the workers", own the company's property. 


This also means that even if the government does not claim ownership over 
someone else's property, but controls their actions and rights through 
regulations and laws which the owner is forced to follow, this must also be 
classified as socialism because the government is claiming ownership rights 
over someone else's property. This is why even the American healthcare 
system is undoubtedly socialist. The government controls, and therefore 
claims ownership rights over the company's property. 


What aspects does socialism entail? 


Of course, in the beginning, this cannot be effected except by means of 
despotic inroads on the rights of property, and on the conditions of 
bourgeois production; by means of measures, therefore, which appear 
economically insufficient and untenable, but which, in the course of the 
movement, outstrip themselves, necessitate further inroads upon the old 
social order,!? and are unavoidable as a means of entirely revolutionising 
the mode of production. 


These measures will, of course, be different in different countries.'3 
Nevertheless, in most advanced countries, the following will be pretty 
generally applicable. 


Chapter II: Proletarians and Communists 49 


&c, &c. 


When, in the course of development, class distinctions have disappeared, 
and all production has been concentrated in the hands of a vast 
association of the whole nation, the public power will lose its political 
character. Political power, properly so called, is merely the organised 
power of one class for oppressing another. If the proletariat during its 
contest with the bourgeoisie is compelled, by the force of circumstances, 
to organise itself as a class, if, by means of a revolution, it makes itself the 
ruling class, and, as such, sweeps away by force the old conditions of 
production, then it will, along with these conditions, have swept away the 
conditions for the existence of class antagonisms and of classes generally, 
and will thereby have abolished its own supremacy as a class. 

In place of the old bourgeois society, with its classes and class 
antagonisms, we shall have an association, in which the free development 
of each is the condition for the free development of all. 


Application of these aspects in the real world 
Example: The "capitalist" United States of America 


100% 

1. "Abolition of property in land and application of all 

rents of land to public purposes." 

Private property does not exist in the US. The government gives people the 
privilege of owning something, but can take these privileges away at any time. 
This contradicts the theory of private property, which can only exist in a 
society that does not allow slavery/government. 


100% 
2.""A heavy progressive or graduated income tax." 
The US has a gradual income tax. 


70% 

3. "Abolition of all rights of inheritance." 

The US has an estate tax which infringes on the inheritance rights of 
someone's private property. 


30% 

4."Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and 

rebels." 

The US does confiscate the property of emigrants and rebels at least in some 
ways. A citizen of the US who moves to another country is still forced to pay 
income taxes to the US government. Even in European countries this is not 
the case. 


100% 

5."Centralisation of credit in the hands of the state, by 
means of a national bank with State capital and an 
exclusive monopoly." 


The US has a central bank which is not backed by anything. 


50% 

6. "Centralisation of the means of communication and 

transport in the hands of the State." 

The government forces US citizens to pay taxes for communication services 
and public transport. 


80% 

7. "Extension of factories and instruments of production 

owned by the State; the bringing into cultivation of 

waste-lands, and the improvement of the soil generally in 

accordance with a common plan." 

Monopolists created by the government who act in accordance with the state 
extend their territory to enforce their agendas. 


20% 

8. "Equal liability of all to work. Establishment of 

industrial armies, especially for agriculture." 

The US does not force people to work. It does force them to work for the 
government by taxing the fruits of their labor when they do work. 


O% 

9. "Combination of agriculture with manufacturing 
industries; gradual abolition of all the distinction between 
town and country by a more equable distribution of the 
populace over the country." 


90% 

10. "Pree education for all children in public schools. 

Abolition of children’s factory labour in its present form. 
Combination of education with industrial production." 

The US education system is funded by robbery. Even people who 
homeschool their children are forced to work for other people. 


Other aspects which occur in real world socialism 


70% 

1. "Control of the population's actions and behavior by a (fictitious) 
common enemy." 

The US government complies with UN guidelines regarding climate change 
and pandemics, but not nearly as radical as other countries. 


20% 

2. "Abolition of free speech." 

The US does not have free speech in many situations. However it is still one 
of the best. 


According to these aspects, the US has a socialism rate of about 61%. 


